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lhere is sno.vr on the ground.--but lt is springi'','guU"* it or not, and. soon $re

,;ill be seeing-the miracLe of earthrs av'akening again. I.i hard.l,y seems possible
-:rrt in tr,ro s6o"1 nonths. r'e v,rill be 1n the thrbes of another [lrin City lris
-:rol--the next turo nonths vrill be filled. r^rith frantic aptivity and. the longer
w'arm vreather,o.ludes us. the more frantic vi1l be the activity.

lhe next ureeting of ihe E.C.I.S. r.rill be held on [hursd.ay April l6tfr at tire
.rs:'.ral meeting plaee--the Y.Tf.C,ll.,at Evrelfth and Nicol1et, 8100 p.m. This r.'LLL
re a progran d.evoterl to,'the lris. Gus Sind.t, .one of our most faithful members
.:cd, a1so ,Presid.ent of the i'rinnesota F.orticultural Soeiety--r"rilL: be the speaker
r-,r, The.Jris }g.al. Ihere r,riIl also be ansl,'ers to your questions, so this shouLd.
tirove to be an. interesting pfograqi for everyone interestecl in iris.

,.1 ;

.is ;'qB gq..about getting ready for yor.lr spring planting, if any of you find. you
.rave excess bulbs or roots to be planted. in the $pring such as glads or d.ah1ias,
:;tc., rrlqr aot bring theu to-the meetings in April or ltay to be used as door-
..rrizes?. Someone r.'i11 i:e very happy to.have those ihat are extras to you, and
horni nuch fun it is to share, it seems a gard.en shaned is a happier, lovelier

Itecently, it r,,as my pleasr:re'to hear Dr. Snyder,;lrea{..of the Department of
:{ortieu.lture, University of ivEnnesota, talk on the Arboretuo. Here are a fevr
:rotes that trere tpken:r,'hi'ch vriLl be of interest to a13- gard.eners.

Tn the last six years, since the boginning of the land.scape Arboretum, r,rhich
belongs to the pecple of tviiri^nesota. Tr,'o thousand d.ifferent plants have been
1:1anted.. I,:any consistlng cif v"ood.y oraauentals. A collection of hemerocallis
:.'as given by i"r. En C. Lehnan, Fairbault, Ivrinnes,qlA. There-are l$ varieties
of peonies, nany lil,Lies, Hosta'ColGctiorl, 10 different.Jcin{ of l"ia.ples, 85
-flor,'ering,crat apples, 150 shrub and old fashipfred roses, 1500 individ':aI plants
cf aba.Leas, L]0 various kinds. They r,riIl, be.gin to. bloo,tn the first rueek in May
and. cqntlnue bLogming to July 1st.,1 ."' 

tI,,; , 
,

i-here.are the haf0y },lianesota BorSythia, mook orange, ygtgelia and liLac. A
'rery la.rge collection of clerietis are to be pLqnted. this. spring--a gift from
i.r. leirman. i'

i',-io iris. -rras rnentioned,... lviinnesota d.oes have glatr:,re' i-rises that grovr in r",iId,
vooded. areas and,. sr"ra,mns. The fibrous-roote.d.: Si-.leirian is qoi.sture 'Loving uiih
narrotr grass like Leaves. They d.o vrell gror,,ing near stleams or in open
mead.oub. aird. have d.ainty graceful florders. Psdud.acorrrs Iris,'noted. fo:: the
height a4d. bgauty of foliage with its gleami,ng yeltqtrrf].oqors., grovrs aLong
streams, l.a.togs or in uell-drained siiils. This irii'needs little attention.

.: 
"',:lrle are a state'-v;ide organization and have one of the'most,.Ieautiful flor,rers

grotln... Qrye, the iris uas k:coun as the Poor'l,ianrs.0rchid. but not any.more.
the price'cf one rhizone often is vr6a{,fur"in d.bILars, several tiues that pf one
orchid. So much has been d.one in the hybridlzingIieI$ that ue now have
flared, ruff1ed., tAilored, ,laced. and. doned. beauties,of.,all coLors, r,rith large
itoore"s that measure fron seven to eight inchej'aq?oss. (over)
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'l'7e are all clvic ninded. citizens and. are nery proud that Last nonth Minneapolls
r.E.s naged. an AIt American City, other elties in the state_have recei.ved. such
ar,'ands. Visitors come to this area for big league ball games, theatersr opera,
music, art d.1spLays, and. to enjoy the beautifuL parks and Lakes. Are rre d.oing
all ue oan to give our flower rtfhe lrisr the recognizattoh it so richly
deserves? .lte grovr it in our yard"s and. eqjoy its beauty but do vre, as a Soup,
have plantings v'here visitors and, all l,-innesotans can see and appreciate this
flor,rerl fhis has been gtven rouch thought 4Fd plans are r:nd.env'ay for the
fuLfillment of such a project. At the Aprll L6th ueeting this progran wiLl be
announcod' 

* * *,r. * {r *..* * rr * *,:1 * * {. * * *

llith the coming of spring--comes nern, hope, nerr f lor.rers and. hopefully nevr
memi:ers for the Tra{n City lris Society. Soneone r^dI1 be the Lucky person
to receive one of the tbree awards being grven for the nost nehr rnemberships.
Contest closes at auction tiue. Remember the grand first prize; [he lealtifut
Surning 3rand. 195f Introiluction (r'rhiting). Second. prize--Amethyst !3.ane,
i96] q'kes l"edal liinner. fhird. prize--Keseen Kin, E.-]i.. Lg62.

NOIICE
Out-of-tor,m members-wo Look forr',rard. to new menbers from your areb.

! *{. *:l *t***X{ !f *,d.'li{.'1.**

0n "Apri1 16tn you r,riL1 trant to hear and see the nfhe lris TearB by Mr. Gus
Sindt, ['hls progran is of interest to all of us. ]4any of our friends have
askeA questions atout the cultivatioa of lris. Do bring theu. This
ecLucational neeting r'rill be enjoyed. by all.

Gre ta Iv., Ke s se ni ch

IRIS IN ASBII

trll:en I saw the first crocusss and, scillas pushing through the sol} a. couple of
r.reeks ago, I knel.r Spriag'had. arrived., Bhe fact that they ha,ve been saowed on
tr^rlce (so far) and. ire stllI in there trying nerely confirns the fact. And.,
to any real iris lover, Spring means that iris season is just around. the corner"
I ah,,ays feeL sorry for those irisarians r^'ho harre to rnait until the last r,eek
in 1liay to see their first iris ln bIoom, Tr^ro months is too long to have to wait
It seeme th,at even dhe nost slngle-mind.ed. tall-beard.ed. iris fan r"rould. appreciate
being ablo to cut- this tiue by e, month, ':

ooh, I knor,r what youtre'goiag to say novrrr you say. ttoutre going to try to
convince me that I should. Brovl X5o"e miserab-le Iittle.d.v,arf iris. l,!y grand.-
mother Sreu 1,1"r, and. I d.id.nrt like them any better than I d.o now. Those
arenrt reaL iris!rt It is a shanle that some of the nrost sophisticated. irisarians
that r^roffi't t!i3! of comparing'rnodern taLl-beard.ed iris;dth the ones grandrra
Erovr s5s*Id. thmhat they coula d.o this vrith modern d.r,rarf iris. FifteJn
years ago this r,'ouLd have beea posslble, but not tod.ayl. Anrl. who would. rnant a
three or four foot inis plant r^rlth flower.s six inches aeross blooning the first
week in l,!ay with the na.rcissus and species tulips and. other'early spring bulbs,
only tci be knocketl dovm by a late frost?

let us ,begtn rnrl,th the rre'#
Tlrin Cities as ear.ly as the

earli e st of the dv,rarf s , Ehe se wi 11 ! 1o om ln the
last weel{ in Apriti or the first of i\,iay, depending



on the year. This is a group that used. to be limited. to the old Atroviolacea
and perhaps Azwea, but not rnuch else. Some of the finest nett varieties are
in thls eaTly-blooming group. fhe best ones are still blues, violets, and.
'vnites, but tire color range gror{s every year. Among those in my garden I i:ave
itrite triite (pure rrhite); hlee Blue (d.eep blue), Blue SBot (tr.o-tone blue),
$pring Joy (tv'o-tone lavender), Sulina (Wof"t;, and l{a.nsel-mayer (tigirt
;rq]ler.,,). Nty new catalogs include varieties such as Jasper rlem (tr,ro*tone'red.) , ,'

Orc'lid Sheen (orchid-pink); Atomic 31ue (pale blue), Greenie (tr,,o-tone greeni,
and" f'lershlight (tri-ght yeU.ovr). This eatl"iest blooming group is appro- l

priately tiny in size, fer.' of these reaching six inches in height. Unlfke
the o1d.er varieti'es'in this group, however,'these neuer ones make-up for their
dj.minutive size by hearry bloom; several stems may come from one tiny rhizome,
anC" the rate of increase is phenomenal. rlith these, as vlth most other d.varfs,
'bhey quickly form.s. thick mat of ea"Iy co1oi, so tirat d.ivision every tvro years
might not be out of pIaoe.

llven shcvrier than these earllest varieties are the later.ones rnhich begin
vrhlle the earliest ones are.at their peak and. continue right up to the tall-
beard.ed. season. Secause the drnrarf iris conventions, etc. are he1d. urhen these
Ia,ter qnes are at their peak, the earlier ones seLd.orn vrin an;'ards for the
sirrple reaslon tha.t the jud.ges eithei dortf t get to see tho best ones in bloom
or they have forgotten thoir ch,e.rms by the time they vote in rJune. It is
the same reason tha'b certain very early and. late blooming ta11-beard.ed. iris
seldom r^,in prizes at the rsis Shovr

Among these later bloomers there is as Lride a range of .colors as v'ith the
ta11-beard.ed. iris. I have in my gard.en sueh varieties as Sright lihite (pure
r,,h;te), Ablaze (trittiant variegata), Iashion lady (yellor'), Gay l,assie
(uhite stand.ard.s, Yellor,r fa1ls), Ci1s3r;r Spot (r"hite standards, red falls),
t1randmats l{at (tr,ro-tone purple), Ileartts Content (r,'hite standards, purtrlLe
falls), Kniek Knack (tfue and. vrhite pl.icata), Dirty Face (clean green), Litt1e
liohee (tv'o-tone tror"'r:), 3L:e !'rost (parc blue), Perky (purpl-e), Little .Ioe
(near black) , R-*d cem (red) , and iriunbo (viol"et) . In the new eatalogs I see
such things as'Crean Supreqe.(cream), Sq tr'air ('vrhite standalcl,s, orchid pi'nk'
faLLs), and. I'ortissimo (orange). Although the varietieF I List.here are
selected to give an idea of tire wid.e range of colors availat,le, there are Inany
others r,rhieh are very fine. As v'ith the tall"teard.ed iris, the subtle d.iffer-
ences betureen many varieties are not evid"ent in tlte brief oatalog description.
Il:ris is lrtqr I recorunenr3-, r."'here possibl-e, seeing the floroers in bLoolo; they
r.rill really capture your heart, as can be testlfied by tho.se rntho savr the ones
I brought to the'TCIS meeting ler.st year.. 'If you trould like to see then in
my gard.en, call ny father to see when they r.riIl be at their pea]< this year.
3ut whatever happens, o,rcler a fev, !h!s year from'a d.uarf iris specia]-ist or
someone else r,rho- lists them by varfffi ffir (not colors). rrrerg are perhaps
half a dozeu of theso special-ists in this couri,try vrho grorr' hundred-s of the
best of dr,prf iris; if you trould like,'I qan send.you a list of their rulnes.
Tbree to five dollars can.provide you vrith & fine assortment that will stretch
yor:r lris season by a month in 1965.

Looleing for a oerrr id.ea
unusual flot'er. They

J$'-\ I,ENS A}TD E,IICD O}E}iDRU},I
Tirr Ir. Ileuben David.*t)

for early blooms? Azaleas off er an early*blooming
like a site v,i th d*pple d shade and. prefer ,acif"#ii,



i,iake planting holes tv,ice as yid.e and. d.eep as the original root balls and. make

sure of good draipage. tr'e use a soil of tr',o parts black dirt anC" one Fart
peat, and maintain acid.ity r,'ith thd use of por,,C"ez'ed. sulfur or aluminu.m
sulfate. 3e sure to avoid. cla].' soil, Azaleas may be trintered in a manner
sircilar to roses--.1eaves, sa'.+cLust, or buckwheat bulls may be used to cover
plants. 'T.b ha,vd the follor,ring varietiesi Azalea mucronula'tum--the earliest
'bl.ooming varietyi rosy lavender in color '.,iror^,s to six feet in height and' :

looks rn'eLI planted. vrith Forsythia. *zqlea schlippenbachi--a soft rose-pink,
prod.ucing clusters of fLowers, grous throe to five fppt. l-zal:ea mol1is;-
colors range fro:n coppery fJ.ame to yollor,r. Kostert's brilliant--probably the
ne&rest red of the moll-is azaleas and. does veIl in fuII srrnllght. irancy
r^raterer--Iight yellot', Coccineer speciosa--orange, and..'IannSr--rose pink are
oti:er mollis that have done weLl for us. :'

Rhod.eod.endrum Cator.,biense-lavender pink, hardy in this area. Definitply nust
have acid. soil bu!.-aluminum sulfate may prove toxic. Only prot.ection needed.
is shad.e d.r:ring r^rirlter from tright sun--burlap sack rnay be s',:.fficient.
Evergreens make an exeellent background setting for Azaleas and. X,hocl.odendrum,

I'iOEI .AB CIITI' IIE&BS
By Ad.ah 5, I:.:. -r..nd-erson

Iia,'t1e you hear vrhat I heard.?

llhen planting nasturtir:ns. was nentioned. at the last Herb Sqciety meeting and.

so$ecne reaiarkecl, rlThererlL be plenty of apirids thereltt, I highly ed.ucate,d.
Turopean wotrEn, novr a far$erls vrife in our country, reirlied., tt1ha,trs no
prot,lem, Just boil rrp a good. big pan of onions and. pour the t,ater they trsrg
cocked" in qron the ground. r,rhere the,nasturtiums are to be planted.. There
v411 be no aphlrls. Itls even a go9d. pLan to plant some form of onions betvrei:rr
otirer plants subject to aphid.s.r.

i
If this .r^:iltr eliminate spraying, I'm trying it. Iess hard. tiorkl

And. saeaking of, onions, Chives are verf d.elicate and'useful members cf tlre oni.c
family. If ,;,o.u like a bit of onion flavor in food, a pl.anting of Chives helps
C.',:rlng'the ireat of the s'irnmer l,,'hen onions are very difficult to keep. Also,
it is the her'b ready fbr you earliest,in the spring.. If it is handy to beg a
start from a f riendr.s. gard.en, C.o'it, .Otherldse, the grocery stores sirould be
ss],:l-ing'littIe pots .of Ci:ives by the time the nev'sIotter. reacires ycl1. Unless
yon.pLan.to b.e an unusuelly heav;r- uger, bne pot should. be enough, Chives
muitipIy..,.AnC. rnhon they trlossoai', if a'fbv' flofers.are left to ripen and. the
se"d.--is- scattered. arorlnd.-'your planting, the.re vi11 be.a 1ot of tiltle trlants
eome up r^rhlch r^,i11 glor^, largq'EnC. st:'ong'and. {end"er "for rrext yearrs use, r.'then

you use Chives, cut the I,earies closq to the ground. .It encourage's got'th.
ir.inee or chop fine to use for milrL fresh onion flavor or as a garnish.

A eIo se cousin of the
af ter usi ng r,'hat yo u
sections or ttclove s. tt

they send. Llp are f lat
more Garlic, take w
vd nte r ni ce Iy.

onion is Garlig.' trlhen }'ou buy a package of fresh Garlic,
r,,ant at the monent, break up the other bulbs into

Plant the elobes as you r'rould onion sets. fhe leaves
instead. of cylindrical as r,rith onions, lihen you uant

just vrhat you r'rant. i have had it Ilve through the



ihtirely dlfferent is Sorage,' Seed r,:ay be sovRr as soon as the ground can be
t'orked.. fhis, herb is said. to be very good. rrith fish. It has a mild. cuo:moer
flavor. I but q) small tender lea'res very fine to use in potato or vegetable
salad" if there is no cucumber at hand.. 3ut the'star-sha.ped. blue flor.,ers rrlth
blac]< centers are the reaL f*n. FLoat then in finger bowls, freeze them in
t,he eenter of ice cubes to fl.oat in gi-amor:r in cold. beverages, or eandy theur
as;rou do mint learres. [he blossoms reappear a].I summer and the seeds drop
for neet yearrs pLantsi'

Parsleyrs rival as the. favorite Amerlcan herb is Sage. You oan plant seeils,
but one or two plants are alL that most people t'ant. Sage nlants are hand.some
and- about t6 inctres aeross. They 1ast r." fong as 6lrearu tut tegin to gror.l
(roarse and. r^'oody after ) years, Layer or cut slips to start nevr plants to
repl-aee the old. Durlng the first year, on,1.y,one harvest of a consideratle
number of l.eaves for d.rying should tal":e p1ace. After that, 2 or J crops may
be had.. l.iever cut d.or,rn an entire plant but earefull.y gi"ther Eon'.o of the
1eil,ves. Of course, yotl can alvrays pick one leaf to use fresh, It is much
finer flavored. and..also mare p'JJlgent fresh than dry, Use lrith restralnt,

.in ad.d.ition to seasoning for lcuttryr, try it on pork or veal. Also, r^rith
frugafity, trs9 it trith cottage cheese,and such vegetatles as Brussels sprouts,
carrots, eggllant, onio4s, toma.toes and zucchini. "Ah,'ays use fresh Sage
sparingly and. with care, ln order that you nay have Happy Eerbingl

IVIJXI Ci{}I SHRIIVF PI,ANI

0rigin lioxico. l'lorth of frost line u*oe as house plant. South of frost line
use e.s gard.en plant. ITpvr ptants are started. by cuttings. Prune back serrerel;r
in laie August. $r"y are purely decorat,ive not prod.ucing any sort of food. or
hqrb. It has a flor,'er on the end vrhlch starts green and. turns to red. r'rith a
'torigre hanglng that is r,,hite. It needs a lot of ,.'ater and a little p3-ant food..
Ielights in fulI sunshine and. consid.erable tr&rrth.

I-ast swrrner I trad one that had. over 50 flor,rers. I plant mine in the ground
iri summer, but take them ln the house in the fal}. There ls a l{exi"on Strirry
pla.nt in the Como Conservatory that lras betvreen 500 and 1,000 flor"ers.

lirs. Ilall.in

JAPA}1fST IRISJS 
]

Q+e question grhich seems to crop up frequently is--can v,e raise Japanese lrises
iii this.area? lhe ansv'er is-*d.efinitel.y yesl There is no reason rrhatever to
oeny ourseLves the exotic beauty of ttrese huge, co)-orfuI, Japs, Iecause they
vdll come through ou3 tri4ters rrri-th no.inore proteetlon ti:an,u,e custonarily give
our tal}-beard.ed irises. How6ver, they d.o ha.ve tro d.efinite recluirements vrhich
canrt bd ignored, a moderately acid. Eoij- and an abuncLance of r.rs1ls3 up to their
blooning tine, r,'hich is a fer,r weeks later than the ta11*beard.ed.s. lieither of
these requirements 1s diffieult to meet.

Acid. soiL seld.om occurs ne,turally in tiris part of the eorrntry, vrhere nrrst of
orrr soil is of, limestone origin. Hovrever, it presents no great problom. I
prefer to d,isrega.nd. all of the usual"ly reeommended. method.s and. do lt the easy
v'ay--vr"ith evergreen needles. The raklngs frqm r:nd-er a si.ng]-e good"-slzed.
spruce, uorked. into tho ground around the p]-ants onoe a year, vri1l keep a Lot

(over)
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cf Japs perfectLy healthy and happy. [he ideal so]-ution to the ruater require-
nent is to plant them in a lorr, C.amp,place r,'here tall-beard.ed.s rnronrt survive,
if you happen to have such a spot. If not, it is a sixople matter to provid-e
artificial vratering untiL they blooh,; and. after that it t,onrt u,atter. Tlre
s;:eetaeuLar size and coloring of the modern Japs, ancl the continuation of b]"oon
;:fter the ta11-beard.ed. se&son is over, more than repay the insigniftcant anount
of fussing tirey require.

G. X. Hanson

.A,t thi s time of
f'lol,rers for our

Cne of tlre mo st
Pass iflora. The
a,re aIu:o st j er,re 1

PASST0N r].o!/m

the year it is most appropriate that ve tegin thinktng of
gard.en.

fascinating and exotic flor^ers €tro\iln 1s the Passion Flor.'er or
beerut:i.ful blossoms, at first glance, do not seen real. [hey
liko ln appearance.

thi s, parti cular vi ne f ulI of
Tha 15-foot branching vine-
that Toras also used. for the

thi s fenee.

last sumrner E&n;r vi si tors came to our gard.en and
'\.,ralcy flora.rers r'as alvrays a topic of conversation.
cover;ed.'a large part of a 6 foot in'heigllt fence,
ma.ny clernatis grovrf pg in a long rorr supported. by

These vines are easlly grovnr--pIant ln a sunny location, either ln pots plunged.
in the soil to the rim, or directly in the earth. frgy are heavy feed.ers. Give
ihem rich soil and. compost. They v,rilI rev'ard. yop,hand^Bomely.

fhey are not hard.y in lr:innesota. Cut them back and. tal<e in the house for the
cold months.

The legend connected" with this r:nusuaL:flornrer comes from the Spanish Mission-
aries. I,'Ihen they d.iscovered the floluer here in rruerlca, they associated it
vdth the Passion of Christ. It r,,as thought that the fringes of the floruer
v'ere symbolie of the crovrn of,thorns. $ome others tirought it represented. the
i:alo a"ound. Christrs head. The ten petals represented the ten disciples
present at the eruclfixion, rrith Peter and. Jud.as d,bsent, The five anthers
typified. the flve r,,round,s. fhe dinislsn of the pistel represented tlre nails
of the cross a,nd. the stamens, the hamuer tirat drove thern, The pointed leaves
represented the spear tha.t pierced. hls side and. the tend.ril,s represented r"rhips
and' cords 

Greta Kessenich

In the'shovr this year there,vrill be'a class devoted eniirely to Dykets Medal
'inlinners. In ord.er that each uember uould knou r,'hich irises tfere eligibLe for
eompetition in tlris class Dr. Iiallec'h--eo-chairuan for the shov', compil,ed--
and had mimeogreiphpd, the sheet pertaining to Dykers !:ed.aL tfinners in this
lferrs & Vierars. So' keep this for future reference


